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INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO STR-07 L-03 H-02 AID-05 CIAE-00 
COME-OO EB-08 FRB-01 INR-10 NSAE-00 ICA-20 
TRSE-00 XMB-04 OPIC-06 SP-02 LAB-04 SIL-01 OMB-01 
PA-02 /091 W 

016492 221442Z/53 

R 211926Z JUL 78 
FM AMEMBASSY PANAMA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8077 

UNCLAS PANAMA 05248 

E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EPAP, PN 

SUBJECT: PANAMA RESTRICTS IMPORTATION OF CUT 
FLOWERS 

1 . IN A MOVE TO PROTECT DOMESTIC FLOWER PRODUCTION, 

THE GOP HAS SUSPENDED THE IMPORTATION OF CUT FLOWERS 
PENDING A REVIEW OF THE DUTIES NOW IMPOSED. IT IS 
EXPECTED THAT THESE IMPORT DUTIES WILL BE RAISED 
SIGNIFICANTLY IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

2. UNDER STUDY WILL BE THE QUALITY AND PRICE OF 
DOMESTIC FLOWERS, AND IF EITHER FALL SHORT OF 
DOMESTIC CONSUMER DEMANDS, THE IMPORT SUSPENSION 
WILL PROBABLY BE LIFTED. JORDEN 
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